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Without a Trace

Without a Trace (Ne’elamim) is an elegant and fascinating exhibition, hinting at the broad
possibilities encoded in observation and the consequent voluntary or involuntary
disappearance. Disappearance is the option opposing our ever increasing visibility thanks to
the proliferation of security cameras and infinite selfies disseminated through the digital
networks, peeping undisturbed at the lives of others (a la “Big Brother”), and more. However,
there is no call for curator Karni Barzilay to attempt to link the exhibition to last summer's
.Operation Protective Edge

The water carrier ,Yaron Lapid

Fine threads of sensitivities connect between works by Hinda Weiss, Yaron Lapid, Tamar
Nissim, Rami Maymon and Liliana Farber more than a common denominator. The beauty
of Without a Trace lies in its thoughtful poetic spirit dominating the exhibition overall; its only
weakness is in works in which the concept of “disappearance” is stretched beyond the limit,
.or even worse, in which the work falls in love with itself

In Liliana Farber’s Files Inventory, viewers are invited to stand facing a screen and respond
to a questionnaire that suggests a psychological personality analysis. The answers are
printed on an adjacent printer in ragged lines like a poem. The work refers to automatic
writing traditions of the early 20th century, but emphasizes anonymity (as in Roland Barthes’
concept of the “death of the author” published in 1967). The anonymity is accompanied by the
physical disappearance of handwriting from the landscape of daily life. On the other hand, it
speaks of the accumulated data about us, transformed into a shadow accompanying users of
.social networks

Yaron Lapid's etchings in his In Court’series depict accused attempting to hide from the
camera. The etching medium detaches them from the present, from narrative, in favor of
alienated observation. The lack of empathy accompanying the alienation becomes clear to
.viewers as an uncomfortable insight about the self

The correspondence between technology and poetry interfacing at times with the mystical is
pivotal to Yaron Lapid’s lovely video art, The Water Carrier. In preparation for an artist's
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residency in a village in Provence, Lapid used Google’s Street View to become acquainted
with the area before his trip. Among other sights, he spotted a woman walking slowly along a
village road carrying heavy plastic bags, her face not blurred by Google’s algorithms. During
his stay, Lapid sought her and found out that she comes a long way every day to fill plastic
bottles with water from a village spring. The video followed the way in which she was both
familiar and unfamiliar to the locals, i.e., exploring to what extent a concrete figure could be a
.ghost

In western art, the figure of the woman water carrier appeared in early Greek and Classical
painting, with later examples of key works such as Ingres’s Spring (1856). It is intriguing that
the iconography can be represented by male or female, thus, for example, Velazquez's Water
Carrier of Seville (1619). Lapid uses collective memory to sharpen the dissonance between
the romantic image of carrying water, in which water represents life and purity, with the
Provence woman filling up plastic bottles, bearing signs of a hard life. The encounter with her,
a short conversation with the artist in translation on the video, shows the moment in which the
pictorial image which was visible thanks to sophisticated technology, becomes concrete, full
.of pathos and sadness

Absalom,Hinda Weiss

Hinda Weiss’s “Absalom” evokes classic imagery. Her photograph of herself, her hair
entangled in branches, looks at first like an animal in nature. The title is the name of King
David’s rebellious son, whose mane-like hair was caught in a terebinth tree, while the mule he
was riding continued to gallop away, leaving him hanging. This work is not a story of
disappearance of the figure but it undermines separation between masculine and feminine.
Weiss, in the role of Absalom, hints at metamorphoses as in Greek myths. Blurring the
divisions between flora and fauna give rise to associations of issues of hybridization and
.possible changes in the way we understand and catalog the world

Web?2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.smadarsheffi.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/?????-????_??????_.jpg
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Curator: Karny Barzilay

Jerusalem ArtCube Studio, Artists’ Workshops, 26 HaUman Street, Talpiot Industrial Zone,
Jerusalem
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